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Offered for the first time in five generations, the c. 1837 Shackleford-Williams House is an exceptionally well-
preserved antebellum mansion and one of the oldest homes on one of America’s most iconic streets. From 
Civil War bombardment to natural disasters, its historic details have withstood the test of time. Interior wood 
paneling and custom Tiffany-designed details still reflect the Charleston families who ensured its preservation 
for centuries. Sitting directly across from the Charleston Harbor, enjoy gorgeous views from the three-story 
bay windows and sea breezes from the patio and piazzas. The few alterations made over a century ago allow for 

the inclusion of modern amenities without jeopardizing the dwelling’s historic character.

The following items on the ground floor do not convey: the crystal chandeliers in the front two 
rooms and the living room, and the wooden sphere light fixture in the hall by the smaller bedroom.



The Shackleford-Williams House was constructed c. 1837 
as one of the first mansions erected on East Battery. The 
house has experienced little alteration since the 1830s and 
has retained many of its historic architectural elements, 
including extensive interior wood paneling and unique 
Tiffany mantelpieces. For most of its history, it served as 
the primary residence for the Ravenel and the Williams/
Geer families, all of which maintain substantial, centuries-
long legacies in Charleston.

The dwelling’s few alterations define the Shackleford-
Williams House as one of the best-preserved houses along 
the Battery’s promenade. The alterations, made over a 
century ago, include the enclosure of a portion of the 
piazza and the renovation of the property’s original kitchen 
house, both of which allow for the inclusion of modern 
amenities without jeopardizing the dwelling’s historic 
character. The building was also raised three feet to 
protect its structural historic integrity during hurricanes.

The Residence
31 EAST BATTERY







Charleston began as a piece of uncharted territory, fertile land shaped by winding waterways and a lush coastline. This land soon became 
the desire of foreign influence, and in 1663, King Charles II of England granted land known as Carolina to eight of his Lords Proprietor, 
many of whose names can still be seen through the towns and counties in South Carolina today. In 1680, the settlement of Charles Towne 
was established on the peninsula, welcomed its first colonists and was divided into narrow lots, which were granted to those appointed by 
the King’s Lords Proprietor. These lots, collectively known as the “Grand Modell,” defined the urban 
design of the town’s original grid, creating the foundation of Charleston’s city plan one sees today.1 

The Shackleford-Williams House property sits on original marshland that once defined the eastern 
boundary of the peninsula (Figure 1). The marshland served as the headwaters for a small tributary 
called Vanderhorst’s Creek, now known as Water Street, which fed into the Cooper River. After the 
American Revolution, the city in-filled Vanderhorst’s Creek between Meeting and Church Streets and 
established a floodgate along what is now East Battery to protect nearby residential lots. The corner of 
today’s East Battery and Water Street remained a tidal canal until the completion of a seawall in 1819 
(Figure 2).2  During the financial panic of 1837, the city began to sell the lands along the seawall to 
generate income for the future development of White Point Garden, hopeful the new owners would 
“produce a beautiful row of ornamental buildings along…East Bay Battery.” 3

 1 Poston, Jonathan H., The Buildings of Charleston: A Guide to the City’s Architecture, (Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 1997), 16-17.
 2 Poston, 198.
 3 Poston, 219.

Figure 2: Detail of 1788 Ichnogrraphy 
of Charleston at High Water

Charleston
LOT HISTORY & THE SEAWALL

Figure 1: 1739 Ichnography of Charleston at High Water



Originally described as a “wooden dwelling house with two outbuildings” 
in the late 1830s, the Shackleford-Williams House was most likely 
constructed by wharf merchant James Shackleford immediately after his 
purchase of the new waterfront lot in 1837. Its three-story bay window, 
parapet at the roofline and the interior’s surviving cypress paneling all 
most likely resemble Shackleford’s original design. The dwelling predates 
the establishment of White Point Garden and the East Battery seawall 
promenade by one year. 4  

By 1840, the Shackleford-Williams House served as the primary 
residence of Daniel Ravenel, whose family retained ownership of the 
dwelling for the next sixty years. Ravenel’s brothers occupied most 
of the other dwellings along East Battery, the others residing at No. 
5 East Battery, No. 9 East Battery and No. 13 East Battery. Ravenel 
was president of the Planters and Mechanics Bank of South Carolina 
and kept six slaves on the property. 5  The slaves resided in a three-story 
outbuilding that was originally located at the rear of the property along 
Water Street. The outbuilding, which contained a kitchen and living 
quarters, was largely demolished in the early twentieth century to make 
way for a driveway, but a portion of its footprint survives within the 
dwelling’s current kitchen.

History
A FAMILY HOME



In April of 1861, the Shackleford-Williams 
House offered unobstructed views of the first 
shots of the Civil War in the Charleston Harbor. 
Throughout the war, it stood unprotected as 
Union troops bombarded the city for over 500 
days, the shelling destroying many dwellings on 
East Battery (Figure 3). After Ravenel’s death 
in 1873, the Shackleford-Williams House was 
rented by several prominent citizens, such as J.P. 
Kennedy Bryan in 1890, well-known attorney 
and brother of Charleston’s then mayor, George 
D. Bryan.

At age 32, banker Henry Porter Williams 
purchased the dwelling from the Ravenel family 
for $10,000 in 1903. 6  Williams was the son of 
affluent businessman George Walton Williams 
and grew up in today’s Calhoun Mansion at No. 
16 Meeting Street. The Calhoun Mansion was 
inherited by his sister the same year he purchased 
the Shackleford-Williams House. In April of 1903, 
former South Carolina governor and United 
States Senator Benjamin “Pitchfork Ben” Tillman 
became the first house guest of Williams and his 
wife Mary at their new East Battery mansion. 7

4 “Very Valuable City Lots,” 26 March 1838, Charleston Courier, Charleston, SC.
5 1840 U.S. Federal Census
6 “Transfers of realty,” 14 February 1903, Evening Post, Charleston, SC.
7 “Tillman,” 2 April 1903, Evening Post, Charleston, SC.

Undated Historic Postcard Courtesy of Historic Charleston Foundation

Figure 3: From Come Hell or High Water by Robert N.S. 
Whitelaw and Alice F. Levkoff



8 Untitled, 18 October 1905, Evening Post, Charleston, SC.

Figure 4: 1907 Postcard Courtesy of Historic Charleston Foundation

Between 1904 and 1906, the Williams family made alterations to 
the dwelling to repair former hurricane damage and to “modernize” 
its interior, giving it the appearance it has today. The building was 
raised three feet and the front elevation was stuccoed to prevent 
future deterioration from water and wind. The rear portion of 
the second-story piazza was enclosed to create a formal dining 
room. Williams also demolished portions of the original three-
story outbuilding and converted the rear section of the dwelling 
into a servant’s quarters. In 1905, the Evening Post reported that 
Williams and his family stayed at the Calhoun Mansion while their 
home was “beautified in many ways” (Figure 4). 8 The dwelling’s 
Tiffany-designed mantles, medallions and lighting fixtures were 
most likely added in 1910, the same time Louis Comfort Tiffany 
was commissioned by Williams’ sister to redesign the Calhoun 
Mansion.  

Williams and Mary raised their three children in the Shackleford-
Williams House. The Victorian-era style dollhouse, constructed 
by Williams for his daughters in 1906, remains in the property’s 
rear yard. In 1924, their daughter Winnifred married Andrew 
Eugene Geer, whose descendants still own the property today. 

Figure 5: 1942 Photograph Courtesy of Historic Charleston Foundation



As one of the first mansions to be constructed along East Battery, the Shackleford-Williams House stands as evidence of wealth and growth in 
antebellum Charleston. Enduring Civil War shelling and almost two centuries of hurricanes, the dwelling survives in an exceptional preserved 
state, as the Ravenel and Williams/Geer families served as loyal stewards to ensure the perpetuity of one of East Battery’s oldest residences 
(Figure 5). The Shackleford-Williams House has withstood the test of time and will continue to be one of the most valuable historic dwellings 
on one of America’s most iconic streets.

Conclusion
THE SHACKLEFORD-WILLIAMS HOUSE



1837  Reclaimed marshland was converted into residential lots along East Battery and sold by Charleston’s City    

             Council. Wharf merchant James Shackleford purchased the property and constructed the Shackleford-Williams   

   House.

1840  The dwelling became the family residence of banker Daniel Ravenel. Ravenel raised his family in the house and   

   kept six slaves on the property. His brothers resided in three other mansions along East Battery.

1860s  The Shackleford-Williams House survived significant shelling during the Civil War.

1903   Henry Porter Williams purchased the dwelling from the Ravenel family.

1904   For the next two years, Williams renovated the dwelling. The outbuilding was largely demolished, the rear piazza   

    was enclosed and the building was raised three feet.

1906   The Victorian dollhouse still present on the property was constructed by Williams for his daughters.

1910  The dwelling most likely received its Tiffany ceiling medallions, light fixtures and mantelpieces.

1947   After Williams’ death, the dwelling passed to his daughter Winifred Geer and her husband, whose descendants   

   maintain ownership today.
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